Plankton — Base of the Marine Food Chain _ -

The rich waters of Port Gardner Bay and Puget Sound are a mixing bowl f‘,’{m..
..phytoplankton — single-celled plants that are the most common vegetation
in the sea. Fresh water from the nearby Snohomish River and other -
streams meets saltwater in Puget Sound, the second largest estuary in the
, United States after Chesapeake Bay. Plankton converts sunlight-to proteins
‘ 15 “~-and carbohydrates, feeding everything that grows here — from m1croscop1c--_ "

shnmp to the gray whales that eat them. L s
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Phytoplankton

Gray \ 7hales and Ghost Shnmp _ |
Ghost Shrimp _ Gray whales visit our shoreline nearly every spring, from March througlf |
early June, and are sighted from shore and from the Clinton-Mukilteo
ferry. They feed on ghost shrimp in the sandy shallows of Saratoga
Passage from Langley and Camano Head north to Penn Cove. The

whales scoop up bathtub-size mouthtuls of the muddy bottom and use
their tongue and baleen to sift out the four-inch-long shrimp.
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Salmon, Forage Flsh and Blrds

Juvenile salmon from the Snohomish and other rivers prowl our
shoreline, finding refuge and food in the nearshore eelgrass beds
visible at lower tides from the pier. Look down from the pier and you
Zmay gllmpse dartmg schools of forage fish — surf smelt, sand lance or

Pods of orcas visit Saratoga Passage ﬁ‘omt;fgﬁe to
time, usually from late fall through midwinter. They
typically travel in-groups of several individuals led by
the elder female. The resident orcas of Puget Sound
eat predominantly Chinook salmon and shrimp.

Harbor Seal
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Keep an eye out for river otters, harbor seals and their ""f E/ssxgnage byl ot Cotnsff Maine Rbsodices A
7/ o ¥ @ommittee was | fur{ded mp/ t.llroughacoopef, ‘
pups. Harbor seals often sneak a curious look at you ” /= /7 aggeement with the Nacional Oceanographic &/
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